Medizval Design

When we think about the Middle Ages we rarely associate this era with the mod-
ern concept of what nowadays is loosely termed design. The different forms and
shapes utilised in medizval architecture, cabinet making, carpentry, ironmon-
gery and jewellery are so familiar to us we hardly ever even stop to consider that
all of these things have at one time been designed by somebody. Whether these
people thought of themselves as designers is to be doubted; most medizval
artists did not even consider themselves as such. The whole idea of calling the
makers of works of art ‘artists’ or, for that matter, designating the shapers of
objects ‘designers’ would have been totally alien to the mediaval frame of
thought. Designers and artist were simply craftsmen, masters of their ‘art’ in a
wholly unpretentious and down-to-earth way. The ‘artist’ as we know him was
yet to be born.

During the Renaissance, the period directly following the Middle Ages, the glory
of man was to overcome the glory of God and the craftsman, who during the pre-
vious period had been a mere tool in the hand of God now asserted his own right
to create, thus becoming an artist in the autonomous way we have become
accustomed to in our day. The typical Renaissance man was apt to think of the
Middle Ages as a dark and unenlightened period, the obscure gap between the
classical era of Greece and Rome on the one hand and their own time of rekin-
dled spirit and genius on the other.

This perception was largely to prevail until the emotional, young generation of
early nineteenth century Romanticism rediscovered the Middle Ages as a time of
naive purity and profound mystery. This very much appealed to their sense of
rebellion against the arid rationalism and escalated humanism of their time,
which were ultimately reflected in both the Industrial and the French
Revolutions.

It was precisely in this time that the first signs were to be seen of preservation
and restoration of Medizval buildings and objects. At the same time when the
armies of the Revolution were desecrating Gothic churches, using them as sta-
bles and usinging the woodwork to fuel their campfires, some few wealthy men
began buying just these same things to save them from destruction. Perhaps the
hazards of war were exactly what was needed to instill a sence of protectiveness
towards these ancient artifacts and treasures, the value of which had been gener-
ally neglected or forgotten.

Books describing all things Medizval were beginning to be published in the early
eighteenhundreds, often illustrated with masterfully engraved pictures. It was
the beginning of the Gothic Revival which swept the later years of the century,
culminating in the building of such magnificent edifices as the Houses of
Parliament in Westminster and Budapest and the Rathaus in Vienna.

The Neo-Medizval architects and designers of the nineteenth century, the Pre-
Rafaelites and those who adhered to the Arts-and-Crafts movement, all recog-
nised genius in the flights of fancy which must have been at the root of the
Medizval way of giving shape and substance to both commonplace utensils and
extraordinary works of art. This led them to sometimes meekly copy from the
multitude of examples which research had laid open to them, but often also to
truly original feats of design which have to be admired in their own right.

With this book a chance is offered to observe the “language of form” which is
the guiding line to understanding and appreciating the uniqueness of Mediaval
Design in most of its various guises. The anonymous craftsmen, who with an
archaic neologism we could deservedly call Masters of Design, were accostumed
to making things to last, unlike their modern counterparts. This book shows
that their perception of design also was destined to endure.









<> < —_
: 98 Aﬁ,\.-vv& s X
5 . : o
&) ) N7 s
2 i) o & ;
\ e %
IR NI\ St <LV A
. (¥ /1 AL SH
[] or
.u.o g ™ 9‘0 =
A .. lco n ;
i ¢ 3 L ]
v .o - . @  hy
H — -
.
L]

P ALY
l...ul#’ s ﬂ’ A eﬂ’




—\ <> \

o

R R R R Yt R R




.5

Ei‘.-ne‘g 5_" \Y/)! t&._':' I NY 1%%:
é‘e’é N = =NLS N - ] e I gﬁgi
AN N (71
e VA N\ 3
el 0Z N N

Nf N IP\ENS N 572

)
SRR
VAN \

3
-
L R L
)
£
=

g
S

-I: liig 2
g
*\. LH
. + '. At R
N/ o

1 “,*qw.}l 10 .-.“‘: & H
- o '§, l i

e 4 I .

!
/3

\ A
5 AR - R
H N w:%7:
— o 4
“w- Ky _é\ e\ I
NN NN



-

Y

7
b )
..

=

s

NI
EELEATO)

-




el 1 [

i
:Wl%lr% SN







i,
/ /\_ {

S . N [ 'y

L R R T L L
=1




SS9
4

|
— =i | ] 1




| _L..J.J




=l
L

:’i“‘! L '

UL | 'Pf:‘ﬂ \lb' rlll:- ) I;
it |'ﬂ_[,'l|1'|ﬁ I.”Mr"!"__- i .
‘i( '_]_ y all )

1l
p A Che
II!‘"I“ Hit


































‘\/\R'/ﬁ\ It

\I A 1a

,,, \\___
Ol F




T




35












39



( gl ETTITE T ETIE
ﬁg ﬁ @Awm@mmvs
:m i'2y s’l’ﬁslv
-'/"'ﬂ--. 'I|]|
/ I I Igl

i3
ts »]
H
o
[s
>
4 =,
B> :
= o . ;}
&~ RN RN

HIB H B HiA B Vh
> il -
(=1
ls Famm ‘ b {JT"‘"\ 2
-
: 2in/ [
5 i =
- %“‘ m
e fl | s
= I Fn]
g wn
S =
& o =
o BT o
E ir. \ .-"‘j m
o ][] >
_Bﬂwmﬁ.










I'_;i_.rpaﬂ '\f;'ll M

43



—

e g T - - =l e |
— __E:' i G e —EE = T ] S - -
e ey % i - - | 4

T T




45






=

=
=

'

gl

1' TR
Ii Ii
il II

4

|||H1||ﬂ|“|“

—

il

g

i

WW
4




1 \h\\l\ il

1 ; Gy T
S R



49






51






53






55






57



59






61



&2




63



[T 3

| DL O




e

il

i
|

65



L T

© MYV VYV

22777
\.\.

7

a—
[ —

i
@ || :

-_—

66



[T i

=

67



68







7

i1 L
sEGslsdeissstmns i

pL i AL ALATARAN AR
S 7 v ;
n' .

inm

i}

[T






~

(=













R
IZNZZ
%ﬁg"ggk N

R
4 IR\ 770
& A&h@l\%} AN

A
L

ey




77






v’ ) = — —=
= N\ W 5 7 ot
s — e - £ e
X % | ! o €, A o
N 2 ; 4"
Y W AN N Ny A \e ‘
1 \f | | B = 7040
A\ (L 4 ) . v = ___1,9 o "..__'__..' e ._\
A (. pad—== %
—————— O = : o ks = - B - =
e e ';I e ST {0~ ~00=0 <t )
. 3l 1E : 5 - -l || T g
o | L = =l i en - : O i )
= = T -

e ' v o b
e
















: .ﬂﬂ%?[[qlﬂﬂﬂuﬁﬂﬂlli:i o 1R

) WAIEIREITEDN (G flflff,,\u\ (R
() _— = [ D7NG| NN NN TN |3
M\fr ié F\.r. d.i.z ,— .ﬁaf\.\v,d.ig/.,/H 4, ., .,._.n.."_..u:.. T ..._/ / ./; .. \/ p\ﬂd V

\l.d

]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
[ ]
[ ]
L]
]













MY ViV Vvie vl

A AAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAALP




St
/\/A_\.‘"”.i%







91












95









ag













|04




105






107






109



O T e i1 T OBy \ 1

—
ey

PR S
——

% A 1
4 =
JIIER >
™,

|




)| — | —

1l






A\ iy
A

e gt

73 Wit Iy

113



T
=
W=l
I
=
| &5

B




115






17






]
s e e AT - =

3 'Th._v_;_r %
s s || X

2l
T2 :}gff
II i(



















L
























133






135






ﬂ;mmmmm 5
P iowsen vwten endrppmen 2
ﬁamrmmmunmum
B oc 000 giemenir goer veridit

L qudrwerelt heeren
1 D aerviroepfe god tev eeren
D atiuse boven vas vl fer
@ mdat N red)t na die wer
{ @ (uen felendoen ghefaien
¢ @ ndy felne die Doecyent plien
S\ W AT glielerlr 1 goeln vrelr

uw gatter) A e na thauts (ede :

cien A Boude oM ALK 8

1L c5 Dicfalie DACT'S ANl (Drs ( 4. d ¥

o0 endr 0ath heeren M foudm t 27 I

1€ Gene Ay A et duet weke fioem YA «

AT welle heery daevaficert - ®

IS 011§ X7 COUNC DORC leerT ,.-"':\

uie wad) uiet langhe fam L7 4

nuumuummmw 1"

1 10e0t Wale Die

an fauld cndyr v numm

1611 60D comunc maedste e hore

mmwmmm '

umnummum

1¢ Wil Dat i bedadyiv

At e it quam van gode

aer oot In ac gods Qlieboly

ndx hem vanbemielumpaie

& It fonder gode vermodir

0¢ WerT gob op e grum

oedat i hew Yo rike nam

ulr om e pawre paf

1¢ liemt et octuapele Dicude baeral

¢
®
b
&
P
W
’
:
o
]
»
¢
D
)
9]
@
¢
P
£
E
¢
E







139












143



. fﬁ
h’.

NN
0

S ¢ y
" e PO B
< 4 A
N7\ ZIDXON
- . - ‘l

{\.




145






147



SR

4“&1—‘\12 N o

AR O (TR ,H.dﬂiuf}wu
mr

G«;rw.w:rw.a o | n. > .Nm. nm. cJ




— — . s V) e e meee ol S .
. 4 NS i ' AR I

i . W o v W oA e W Ll v

149






151


















157






159






(Lt gddlg i

161






163



=i .__._... ‘.;.m,.a.._:.w__ ¥

x:




165






167






169






171



ARA R L LT T

ARRNNY




173






175



X .:I‘E.‘ [
' _;ﬂ‘ R
A

N ! ST

(o
S

‘i""
e
s "










e

o e

A

e -~
o o A
; Fees

Y emer bty

AN/
{/

A\ Y/ AN (/x‘

'\ f//‘x\ 4/‘\\ T

N\ /2 /’\f\ 7
)\ /

179







181






183






185






|87






189






191






193



m‘larJE",F

«ﬂ'“







3 °

DY SR R ey e e




A P e e Lt ’T"“"“‘.Crr"*"-:‘?" L-‘ ~
S -—»:_:m;ﬂ_l]ﬂl Y350 ¢ 7 _-___.:_..1- all]

1ALy il




e e~
NS 9 OGO GR ) At e e e e Euene"

Red@Pase ne'y s,
‘...?.ﬁ. - -:_.u-_!‘-




o (T B A O P O 1 I

VBT W O O

)

199






b

S e Thits. i ik

201



E "‘ ..

O




203






105












109






211



)NIVINN) CLLLLLA

(A S AA R L N T
Hrﬂun\“u\\o










215



3D T 8

EEEE RS Sy )
2 ) p




e




- .s\.l...l = L




219



Sl .,....zm \.

¢ v ), [
L% T + , & - y ’ .. ._p
HETT P B | r——
Fvast] i o AT -
) o . P,
SR N s
e o ]










223



\

Asisng il |

h. . SR ﬁ.ﬁ. .. WS




225












29






231



Y
i

i

H‘I‘:- } I_:_ &,

| ll t”m lhnmuﬁi |

1liillilﬂl ._|_|_su1|ni=’|TJ_TLTi_iﬂ'|Tﬁﬁ1i1iiﬁ_ii".ﬁn'iiﬁniu'u[‘ ]

SRR =










) /4

: \ (g e I—.'--___ =
U\ = e - =

2
m,w,\
o
_“__mmm 2
. \. §

e

<

23§






A

.ﬂ\..

h =

o3

37









E \.[.-l

—




